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     P A R I S H  O F  W E S T O N I N G


                                                 	 MINUTES of the Meeting of 
                                   	  Westoning Parish Council 
                       held on Wednesday 11th September 2024 at 7.30pm
                                     In the Village Hall, Westoning

PRESENT: 		Cllr J Nethersole (Chairman), Cllr E Bhasin, Cllr C Luff, Cllr P Ellis,
Cllr P Kelly, Cllr N McLoughlin, Cllr Y Omishore, Cllr E Russell, CBC Cllr J Jamieson

IN ATTENDANCE:	Mrs K Barker – Clerk
2 members of the public were present
		     	Agenda published on the noticeboard and on the website



8034	Apologies for absence – Cllr Rayment, Cllr Rogerson
	Absent (no apologies given) – None

8035	Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 10th July 2024 were approved.  Cllr Bhasin proposed, seconded by Cllr Russell the approval of the minutes as a true record.  All agreed by those present and the minutes were signed by the Chairman.

8036	Declaration of interests
There were no declarations of interest.

8037	Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

8038	Public Participation
A resident spoke about the boundary they have with the allotments and that their fence and plants are being undermined by digging in the adjacent allotment plot.  A gap between the fence and the allotment planting is required.  There has also been a dog roaming around the allotments.

A resident suggested that a bench be put on the village green. 

8039	Reports and representations
CBC Cllr Jamieson gave a report:

Local Plan – CBC are commencing the local plan again and it is in the very early stages.  It will take a minimum of 3 years.

Tidy tips – CBC is proposing introducing new fees for Household Waste and Recycling Centres including DIY items, weighted garden waste and ground maintenance.

8040	Finance
8040.1	Bank balances and finance report:

	Account
	              £

	TSB Community Account		
	60,706.68

	TSB Instant Access Account
	68,191.20

	TOTAL	
	128,897.88




8040.2	Cllr Kelly proposed, seconded by Cllr Omishore the approval of the following payments, agreed by all Cllrs present:

	Payment Method
	Payee	
	               £

	
	Paid at end of July
	

	Transfer
	Jacksons Fencing – latch and bolts
	163.56

	
	August payments paid
	

	Transfer
	Clerk – salary Aug
	560.03

	Transfer
	Clerk – expenses Aug
	34.65

	Chq
	HMRC – Clerk tax
	16.80

	Transfer
	Parish Warden – village tidying
	275.00

	Transfer
	D J Granger – Inv 025122 villiage grass
	650.40

	Transfer
	D J Granger – Inv 025186 village grass
	650.40

	Transfer
	D J Granger – Inv 025136 brambles/hedges
	67.20

	Transfer
	J Dennis Garden Maint - cut Rec Ground – Inv 5
	585.00

	Transfer
	Mr Frith – planters/village tidying
	367.50

	Transfer
	R Harris – tree surgery
	475.00

	
	TOTAL
	3,845.54







	Payment Method
	Payee	
	               £

	Transfer
	Clerk – salary Sept
	560.23

	Transfer
	Clerk – expenses Sept
	43.30

	Chq
	HMRC – Clerk tax
	16.60

	Transfer
	Parish Warden – village tidying
	275.00

	Transfer
	D J Granger – Inv 025288 villiage grass
	571.20

	Transfer
	D J Granger – Inv 025239 village grass
	650.40

	Transfer
	J Dennis Garden Maint - cut Rec Ground – Inv 6
	585.00

	Transfer
	Mr Frith – planters/village tidying
	464.50

	Transfer
	British Heart Foundation – defibrillator and cabinet
	1,678.00

	Transfer
	Anglian Water – water bill
	28.18

	Transfer
	Wicksteed – play area inspection
	158.40

	Transfer
	Westoning Village Hall – hire Sept
	19.50

	
	TOTAL
	5,050.31






















































8040.3	Other finance matters:
	8040.3.1	Precept – 2nd half £22,436.50 received
Noted by the Parish Council
8041	Highways
8041.1	Footpaths/Highways Issues

· [bookmark: _Hlk178250335]Layby on A5120 – the Clerk to email CBC Cllr Jamieson regarding the possible removal of the layby as it is dangerous and the sight line is severely reduced when cars are parked there.                                                                                  (Action Clerk)
· Footpath top of Church Road – this has now been tidied.
· Footpath No 7 – the volunteer group from Flitwick have agreed to undertake some cutting back and the Parish Council will need to clear away the cuttings.

8042	Recreation Ground
8042.1	Recreation Club Licence
Nothing to report.

	8042.2	Youth Facility
Cllr Omishore said that there were 12 responses to the questionnaire with the majority of around 9 years old who already have activities they attend.  The Parish Council discussed holding a movie night for teens and Cllr Bhasin and the Clerk to look into DBS checks.
                                                                                                (Action Cllr Bhasin/Clerk)

8043	Village Matters
	8043.1	Burial Ground
The Parish Council agreed that there are no suitable sites at the moment but to keep the item on the agenda.

8043.2 Defibrillator training/new defibrillator
The Chairman confirmed the purchase of the new defibrillator which will be fitted outside the Village Hall.  The Clerk confirmed that £660 has been received in donations towards the fund.

Cllr McLoughlin said that she is waiting for the Recreation Club to agree a date for training and it was suggested that training could be held in the Village Hall.

8043.3 Noticeboard damage
The Chairman said that she will enquire whether the noticeboard can be repaired.
                                                                                                   (Action Chairman)

The Parish Council discussed noticeboards for outside the Village Shop and Cllr Luff to circulate further details of lockable and wall mounted noticeboards.  (Action Cllr Luff)

	8043.4	Allotments
Cllr Ellis said that there are currently plots available which are in a bad state.  The Parish Council agreed to tidy the plots and agreed on a date of 6th October at 10am.

The reports of dogs on the allotments and the boundary issue raised during the public participation were discussed.  The Chairman agreed to take a look at the boundary and the Clerk was asked to write to the allotment holder concerned to confirm that dogs must be kept on a short lead while on the allotments and also to ensure that no digging is undertaken close to the privately owned boundary fence with the adjacent garden and at no time should any tools be placed against the fence as this can undermine the fence supports and the plants in the garden.                                                                             (Action Clerk)

Cllr Ellis agreed to write to all allotment holders to remind them that dogs must be kept on a short lead at all times while on the allotments.                                     (Action Cllr Ellis)
	8043.5	Christmas Event
Cllr McLoughlin said that she has contacted local organisations in the Village.  The Butchers are happy to make a donation and the PTA to organise a stall.  Cllr Kelly agreed to contact Toddington Band to check their availability.  Dycol have offered to supply a Christmas Tree.  The Chairman to check on the availability of the Choir.  Publicity posters to be drawn up.
                                                                                             (Action Cllr Kelly/Chairman)



	8043.6	Flagpole damage
Cllr Kelly reported that the flagpole is not repairable and will look at other purchase options.
                                                                                                               (Action Cllr Kelly)
 
	8043.7	Westoning News
The Parish Council agreed for a Westoning News to be drawn up and delivered around the Village and Cllrs agreed to submit articles.  The following was suggested: Cllr McLoughlin - Christmas Event and defibrillator, Cllr Luff – noticeboard outside the Village Shop, Cllr Ellis - Allotments, Chairman - update on footpaths/hedges/planters  that have been tidied by Mr Frith, Parish Clerk - finance and general PC.

8044	Play Area
8044.1	Wicksteed play area inspection report
The report was noted.

8045	Planning
8045.1	Planning applications:
8045.1.1	CB/24/01997/FULL - The Nest, 34D Church Road - demolition of 'Tithe House' and detached garage, outbuilding and single storey extension to 'The Nest'.  Received August – Parish Council comment no objection

8045.1.2	CB/TRE/24/00301 – 2 Church Close - works to a tree protected by a Tree Preservation Order: T1 Oak rear garden, reduce height by 6 metres and reduce lateral branches by 2 metres TPO reference MB/TPO/67/00005 A1
		Received August – Parish Council comment no objection

8045.1.3	CB/24/02101/FULL - 1 Oak Close - proposed first floor side extension over existing garage.  Received August – Parish Council comment no objection

8045.1.4	CB/23/03740/FULL - Land at Junction of Steppingley Road and High Street, off Steppingley Road - erection of 2 stable buildings. Creation of new hardstanding gravel access.  Received August – Parish Council comment no objection

8045.1.5	CB/TRE/24/00308 – Land to the front of 6 The Grove - works to trees protected by Tree Preservation Order CB/09/00019/T138 and T139: Crown raise 6m from ground level to Yew Tree (T138). Fell Pine Tree (T139) and replant another pine , Pinus Sylvestris at a location close to the felled Pine. Received August – Parish Council comment no objection

8045.2	Other Planning Matters:
8045.2.1	Solar Farm
Nothing to report.

			8045.2.2	Land Off Flitwick Road
Nothing to report.

8045.2.3	West View Farm, Park Road
Nothing to report.

8046	Committees/Sub Groups/Representatives/Reports
No reports were given.

8047	General correspondence:
There was no correspondence.

8048	Date of next meeting:	Parish Council Meeting
                                    		Wednesday 9th October 2024 at 7.30pm
                                    		In the Village Hall


The meeting closed at 9.30pm
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