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     P A R I S H  O F  W E S T O N I N G


                                                 	 MINUTES of the Meeting of 
                                   	  Westoning Parish Council 
                       held on Wednesday 12th February 2025 at 7.30pm
                                     In the Village Hall, Westoning

PRESENT: 		Cllr J Nethersole (Chairman), Cllr P Ellis, Cllr B Rogerson,
Cllr E Russell, Cllr A Rayment, Cllr C Luff, Cllr P Kelly, Cllr N McLoughlin, 
Cllr Y Omishore, CBC Cllr J Jamieson

IN ATTENDANCE:	Mrs K Barker – Clerk
			Mr D Taylor - Highways
4 members of the public were present
		     	Agenda published on the noticeboard and on the website


8114	Apologies for absence – There were no apologies for absence
	Absent (no apologies given) – None

8115	Cllr vacancy
	The Clerk reported that she has not received any applications.

8116	Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 8th January 2025 were approved.  Cllr Russell proposed, seconded by Cllr Rayment the approval of the minutes as a true record.  All agreed by those present and the minutes were signed by the Chairman.

8117	Declaration of interests
Cllr Ellis – Finance Point 8121.2

8118	Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

8119	Public Participation
A resident and potential candidate for the Parish Cllr vacancy attended the meeting and expressed their interest.  They were asked to put in a formal application.

8120	Reports and representations
CBC Cllr Jamieson gave an update:
– Budget 2025/26 – CBC have set out our proposals for reducing costs and will stop providing some non-essential, non-statutory services and less of some other services.  The budget will be considered by the Executive on 18th February and full Council on 27th February 2025

CBC Highways – Mr D Taylor:
Mr Taylor said that the road closure works on the A5120 are not going as well as expected due to the discovery of a water mains and other pipes.  There has also been confusion regarding the diversion route which has delayed the work.  He said that he will be speaking to the Contractors.

8121	Finance
8121.1	Bank balances and finance report:

	Account
	              £

	TSB Community Account		
	67,904.55

	TSB Instant Access Account
	68,617.04

	TOTAL	
	136,521.59



8121.2	Cllr Rogerson proposed, seconded by Cllr Russell the approval of the following payments, agreed by all Cllrs present:

	Payment Method
	Payee	
	               £

	Transfer
	Clerk – salary Feb
	560.23

	Transfer
	Clerk – expenses Feb
	43.30

	Chq
	HMRC – Clerk tax
	16.60

	Transfer
	Parish Warden – village tidying
	275.00

	Transfer
	Westoning Village Hall – hire Feb
	19.50

	Transfer
	Anglian Water – water bill allotments
	33.82

	Transfer
	P Ellis – lock
	13.19

	Transfer
	Anglian Water – water bill cemetery
	20.45

	
	TOTAL
	982.09






















8121.3	Other finance matters:
	8121.3.1	Grass cutting – 5% increase in costs/2 year contract
The increase was noted by the Parish Council.  The Clerk reported that the Contractor had asked if the Parish Council would be willing to enter into a 2 year contract as this would give more certainty and allow investment in training and equipment.  The Parish Council agreed that they would only agree to this if the Contractor either held his prices for the next two years or a minimal/cost of living increase was applied next year.  The Clerk to correspond with the Contractor.                                         (Action Clerk)

	8121.3.2	Wicksteed play area inspections – 10% increase in inspections
This was a large increase but was noted by the Parish Council.  The Clerk said that the inspection schedule has been reviewed and quarterly inspections will now take place in September, December and March with the annual inspection taking place in June. 

	8121.3.3	Anesco solar farm payment
The Clerk said that she has sent an invoice to Anesco for the solar farm community benefit of £4,052.80 and is awaiting payment.

8122	Highways
8122.1	Footpaths/Highways Issues
· [bookmark: _Hlk178250335]Layby on A5120 – the Parish Council agreed to remove the item from the agenda as there does not seem to be much support for the removal of the layby.

· Water Leak – top of Church Road – Cllr Rogerson said that she has spoken to Anglian Water about the leak and they are looking into it.  The repair may involve a disruption to the homes in the vicinity.

· Water running off field – Sampshill Road – water is running off the field and into the road under the bridge.  The Clerk was asked to report it to CBC.        (Action Clerk)

· Grass area – Home Farm Way – The Parish Council agreed that a small area of grass adjacent to number 33 Home Farm Way should be included in the grass cutting Contractors schedule.  This has been cut by the home owner who has also put in a small flower bed which it was agreed could remain.  The Clerk to ask the Contractor, 

Mr Granger to cut the area and also write to the home owner.         (Action Clerk)

8123	Recreation Ground
8123.1	Recreation Club Licence
The Chairman confirmed that the Recreation Club are aware that the Parish Council are looking to introduce a new lease/licence.  The Parish Council said that they thought the draft licence had been given to the Recreation Club for their comments.  The Chairman said that she will look at the draft licence and speak to the Recreation Club.    (Action Chairman)

8124	Village Matters
	8124.1	Burial Ground
The Parish Council briefly discussed the administration involved in running a burial ground and agreed that this will need further discussion.

	8124.2	Allotments
Cllr Ellis said that more plots have been taken up.
	8124.3	Village Events/Allocation of funds raised
The Chairman said that she delivered £400 in vouchers to the school for them to allocate to those in need in the village.  She was disappointed that the Christmas tree was taken down so soon.  The Parish Council agreed to hold an afternoon tea in May, date to be agreed, for the over 70’s.  The Chairman and Cllr Kelly agreed to draw up a flyer to circulate.
                                                                                              (Action Chairman/Cllr Kelly)
8124.4	Flagpole
Nothing to report.

	8124.5	Youth events
Cllr Omishore said that this is ongoing.

8124.6	Dog Bin – Spensley Road
The Clerk reported that CBC have confirmed that new dog bins cannot be installed until further notice.

8125	Play Area
Cllr Ellis confirmed that a new lock with a code has been put on the gate.

8126	Planning
8126.1	Planning Applications
8126.1.1	CB/25/00435/VOC - Sunnyside Farm, Toddington Road - variation condition numbers 11, 14, and 22 of planning permission CB/23/02390/FULL (Demolition of existing storage, distribution and wholesale unit and construction of two storey office and workshop, parking and upgrades to existing road junctions. External areas to be retained for plant and materials storage. Erection of a new 3.5 metre acoustic fence.) Variation sought to amend drawings.  The Parish Council has no objection to the application.

8126.1.2	CB/TRE/25/00061 – 8 Manor Gardens - works to a tree protected by a Tree Preservation Order: T48 Turkey Oak tree whole crown reduction by one third.  The Parish Council has no objection to the application.

8126.2	Other Planning Matters:
8126.2.1	Solar Farm
The Clerk reported that Anesco have requested a meeting with the Parish Council to discuss the new solar farm planning application.  The Clerk was asked to organise a meeting at 7pm prior to the March Parish Council meeting.                                                                        (Action Clerk)

			8126.2.2	Land Off Flitwick Road
Nothing to report.

8126.2.3	West View Farm, Park Road
A short meeting was held with Bloor Homes prior to the Parish Council meeting to talk about the plans and confirm recent changes that had been made to accommodate some objections made by residents.  The Parish Council agreed that this was very informative.

8127	Parish Council administration
8127.1	Policies for review (Financial Regulations, Standing Orders, Asset Register, Risk Assessment, Reserves Policy)

The Standing Orders and Risk Assessment were reviewed and agreed with no changes.  The revised Financial Regulations and the new Reserves Policy were adopted.  The Asset Register may need some changes and the Clerk asked Cllrs to let her know of any amendments to the document.  The documents were resolved as accepted by all Cllrs present.

8128	Committees/Sub Groups/Representatives/Reports
Village Charity - £1,730 has been paid out by the Charity to the Village Shop and Butchers.

8129	General correspondence:
There was no correspondence.

8130	Date of next meeting:	Parish Council Meeting
                                    		Wednesday 12th March at 7.30pm
                                    		In the Village Hall


The meeting closed at 8.50pm
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