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     P A R I S H  O F  W E S T O N I N G


                                                    MINUTES of the Meeting of 
                                   	  Westoning Parish Council 
                       held on Wednesday 8th October 2025 at 7.30pm
                                     In the Village Hall, Westoning

PRESENT: 		Cllr B Rogerson (Chairman), Cllr P Ellis, Cllr Y Omishore, 
Cllr E Russell, Cllr C Luff, Cllr A Rayment, Cllr P Kelly, CBC Cllr J Jamieson

IN ATTENDANCE:	Mrs K Barker – Clerk
No members of the public were present
		     	Agenda published on the noticeboard and on the website


8231	Apologies for absence – Cllr J Nethersole, Cllr N McLoughlin
	Absent (no apologies given) – None

8232	Cllr Vacancy/Cooption
Cllr Luff proposed that Mr Tim Knight be co-opted onto the Council as a Parish Councillor, this was seconded by Cllr Russell.  The co-option was agreed.  Cllr Knight signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  The Clerk to send a copy of the Good Councillors Guide to Cllr Knight.
                                                                                                                                  (Action Clerk)
8233	Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 10th September 2025 were approved.  Cllr Rayment proposed, seconded by Cllr Luff the approval of the minutes as a true record.  All agreed by those present and the minutes were signed by the Chairman.

8234	Declaration of interests
There were no declarations of interest.

8235	Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

8236	Public Participation
There were no comments from members of the public.

8237	Reports and representations
CBC Cllr Jamieson gave a report:

-Road works on the High Street – the 7 weeks of road works is due to be completed on 22nd 
 October.  There will be some overnight road closures and diversions in place on 20th, 21st and 22nd  
 October.  CBC Cllr Jamieson said he will put a note about this on Westoning Cares.
-Flooding – CBC Cllr Jamieson is still chasing up drainage works with CBC.
-Nominating Local Green Spaces in the Local Plan – a Local Green Space is an area of green land 
 that will be given special protection through CBC’s Local Plan because it is particularly valued by 
 the local community. Designating Local Green Space is not a statutory requirement for the Local 
 Plan, but it is a proactive step to ensure vital green spaces can be protected for future generations 
 and CBC Cllr Jamieson urged the Parish Council to draw up a list.   The Clerk to place the item on 
 the next agenda.                                                                                                           (Action Clerk)






8238	Finance
8238.1	Bank balances and finance report:

	Account
	              £

	TSB Community Account		
	72,225.52

	TSB Instant Access Account
	69,213.02

	TOTAL	
	141,438.54



8238.2	Cllr Russell proposed, seconded by Cllr Luff the approval of the following payments, agreed by all Cllrs present:

	Payment Method
	Payee	
	               £

	Transfer
	Clerk – salary October
	549.82

	Transfer
	Clerk – expenses October
	43.30

	Transfer
	HMRC – Clerk tax and NI
	66.41

	Transfer
	Parish Warden – village tidying
	275.00

	Transfer
	Westoning Village Hall – hire
	19.50

	Transfer
	D J Granger Ground Maint – Inv 026482
	606.96

	Transfer
	D J Granger Ground Maint – Inv 026533
	606.96

	Transfer
	J Dennis – Rec Ground Inv 7
	390.00

	Transfer
	Mr Frith – planters and village maintenance
	315.00

	Transfer
	B Osborne – payroll
	73.50

	Transfer
	Royal British Legion – Remembrance Day Wreath
	25.00

	Transfer
	Magpas - Air Ambulance - donation
	100.00

	Transfer
	Royal British Legion – donation
	100.00

	Transfer
	Andy Muskett Ltd – light maintenance
	139.50

	
	TOTAL
	3,310.95

































8238.3	Other finance matters:
8238.3.1	Budget and precept – 2026/27
A meeting to be arranged in November to discuss the budget/precept for 2026/27.

8238.3.2	Precept – 2nd half £22,952.50 – received
		Noted by the Parish Council.

8238.3.3	CBC mowing rebate for 2024/25 - £734.31 received
The Clerk reported that the mowing rebate for 2024/25 had not been received although she had chased this up.  This has now been received in the 2025/26 financial and it is unclear why the Parish Council were not on the list of payments.  The mowing rebate for 2025/26 is awaited and should be paid by CBC at the beginning of 2026.

8238.3.4	External audit completion
The Clerk confirmed that the external audit has been completed for 2024//25 and no issues were identified.  The Clerk to place the completion certificate on the website.                                               (Action Clerk)


8239	Highways
8239.1	Footpaths/Highways Issues
8239.1.1	TRO - For facilitating the passage of traffic on the road or any other road of any class of traffic (including pedestrians) and the waiting restrictions to address indiscriminate parking.  To introduce No Waiting at any time - 1. Church Road, north-east side, from a point approximately 3.5 metres northwest of the western flank wall of No.4a Church Road, extending in a north-westerly direction for a distance of approximately 3 metres.
	Noted by the Parish Council.

8240	Recreation Ground
	8240.1	Recreation Ground Maintenance
The Parish Council noted that the proposed application of sand to the Recreation Ground has been put on hold until 2026.  The Parish Council agreed that this needs to be taken into consideration when discussing and drawing up a list for S106 funding.

8241	Village Matters
	8241.1	Burial Ground
Nothing to report.

	8241.2	Allotments
Cllr Ellis said that the Anglian Water inspection has been completed and everything was found to be in order.
	8241.3	Village Events
Cllr McLoughlin has drawn up a draft of the Christmas event poster which will be circulated and once agreed it will be printed and delivered around the Village.  Dycol has again offered to supply the Christmas Tree which the Parish Council were very appreciative of.  Cllr Kelly agreed to enquire about the availability of Toddington Band.  The Clerk forwarded details of a face painter and this will be followed up.  Cllr McLoughlin will be emailing all Village organisations to gauge their input in the event.  She has been in contact with the PTA who will not be hosting a stall.  Cllr McLoughlin has said that she will provide the generator and power sockets for lighting.
8241.4	Village Hall Storage
The Parish Council agreed to store the PA System at the Chequers for use as and when required.  There are still a lot of items to be sorted in the cupboard.

	8241.5	Newsletter
Cllr Kelly agreed to draw up a Village Information/Welcome to Westoning leaflet to be delivered to the new houses.                                                              (Action Cllr Kelly)

8241.6	Clock Tower
Cllr Ellis said that he has adjusted the time on the clock and hopefully it will now work properly and stay at the correct time.

	8241.7	S106 Funding
CBC Cllr Jamieson said that the Parish Council need to ascertain any projects they would like to undertake and what the priorities are for the Village.  The Clerk to put the item on the next agenda.                                                                                              (Action Clerk)

8241.8	Flagpole – insurance and risk assessment
Cllr Kelly said that the new flag pole is in place.  The Clerk said that the pole has been added to the insurance schedule and confirmed that the Parish Council are covered under public liability insurance.  The Clerk said that a risk assessment must be undertaken and she gave a copy of the risk assessment to Cllr Kelly to complete and return to her.  
                                                                                                            (Action Cllr Kelly)
8242	Play Area
	8242.1	School – use of play area
The Clerk said that the School has requested the occasional use of the play area during school times.  The Parish Council confirmed that this request had already been rejected previously as the play area is a public facility and the decision remains unchanged.  There is no control regarding when the play area is used and also difficulty for members of the public to access the play area when it is being used by the School due to safeguarding reasons.

8243	Planning
8243.1	Planning Applications
8243.1.1	CB/25/03122/EB - Land east of Flitwick Road and north of Greenfield Road - Electricity Board Notification: standing of two new H-poles under an existing overhead line.
	The Parish Council has no objection to the application.

8243.1.2	CB/25/01802/FULL – Land to the rear of 47-49 Park Road - erection of nine dwellings (Use Class C3) with new vehicular & pedestrian access formed to Park Road. (Amendments)
	The Parish Council object to the application and reiterate their comments to the original application in June 2025.  This is due to the unsafe access onto the main road, it is close to the new development and is an overdevelopment of the site.

8243.2	Other Planning Matters:
		There were no other planning matters.

8244	Parish Council Administration
	8244.1	Digital and Data Compliance
The Clerk said that, as previously discussed, new Regulations called Assertion 10 for Parish Councils have come into force which are mandatory and will have to be adhered to in order for the Parish Council to pass the yearly audit.  The aim of the Regulation is to ensure public sector websites and mobile apps are accessible to all users, especially those with disabilities. This means that all new public sector websites will need to meet accessibility standards and publish an accessibility statement unless they are exempt.  The current website is not compliant and in order to ensure that the new regulations are adhered to will involve moving to a .gov.uk domain and the engagement of a website design service.

The Clerk said that she approached two website designers, Aubergine and Parish Online.  They have both developed a compliant website package with a .gov.uk domain and will also maintain the website to ensure the underlying regulations are supported correctly and kept up to date with all software requirements.  

Parish Online
· A website using the Government design guidelines
· Ongoing maintenance and upgrades
· Content migration from the old site at no extra cost
Total £315 plus VAT (including discount £100 for free .gov.uk domain for first year)
Total year two renewal £415 plus VAT (including £100 domain renewal)

Aubergine
· One-off set up and build of website 
· Transferring/Inputting and uploading of content to the new website
· Training on the system: free of charge, via monthly group training sessions 
· Access to monthly drop-in Council Website Zoom training refresher sessions 
Total: £499 + VAT (including discount £100 for free .gov.uk domain for first year)
Total year two renewal: £299 + VAT (including £100 domain renewal)

A .gov.uk email will be required for the Clerk and all Cllrs and this is an additional cost of £60 per annum and includes 25 email addresses.

The Clerk said that if all of her Parish Councils use the same provider it is likely that a 10% discount can be applied.  She said that, as already mentioned, this is a mandatory regulation and although there is a cost involved, there are funds in the reserves for the first year and it can be budgeted for in the coming years. 

Cllrs discussed the quotes and agreed that Aubergine was their preferred option being a local Company based in Leighton Buzzard.  Parish Online ongoing costs are also slightly higher than other providers.  Aubergine also offer ongoing training and more support particularly with the website build.

Cllr Kelly proposed, seconded by Cllr Luff to accept the quote from Aubergine, agreed by all present.  The Clerk to confirm the acceptance to Aubergine and start the process of setting up a new website and email.                                                                        (Action Clerk)

	8244.2	Policies – additional
Pending.

8245	Committees/Sub Groups/Representatives/Reports
Nothing to report.

8246	General correspondence:
	There was no correspondence.

8247	Date of next meeting:	Parish Council Meeting
                                    		Wednesday 12th November at 7.30pm
                                    		In the Village Hall


The meeting closed at 8.45pm
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