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     P A R I S H  O F  W E S T O N I N G


                                                    MINUTES of the Meeting of 
                                   	  Westoning Parish Council 
                       held on Wednesday 11th February 2026 at 7.30pm
                                     In the Village Hall, Westoning

PRESENT: 		Cllr J Nethersole (Chairman), Cllr B Rogerson, Cllr E Russell, Cllr P Kelly, 
Cllr P Ellis, Cllr N McLoughlin, Cllr G Churchman, Cllr M Stevens

IN ATTENDANCE:	Mrs K Barker – Clerk
No members of the public were present
		     	Agenda published on the noticeboard and on the website


8295	Apologies for absence – Cllr Y Omishore, Cllr C Luff, CBC Cllr J Jamieson
	Absent (no apologies given) – None

8295.1	Cooption x 2

The Chairman proposed that Mr Gavin Churchman be co-opted onto the Council as a Parish Councillor, this was seconded by Cllr Russell.  The co-option was agreed.  Cllr Churchman signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  The Clerk to send a copy of the Good Councillors Guide to Cllr Churchman.

The Chairman proposed that Mr Mike Stevens be co-opted onto the Council as a Parish Councillor, this was seconded by Cllr Russell.  The co-option was agreed.  Cllr Stevens signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  The Clerk to send a copy of the Good Councillors Guide to Cllr Stevens.
                                                                                                                                  (Action Clerk)
	
8296	Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 14th January 2026 were approved.  Cllr Kelly proposed, seconded by Cllr Russell the approval of the minutes as a true record.  All agreed by those present and the minutes were signed by the Chairman.

8296	Declaration of interests
Cllr Russell - finance point 8300.2
Cllr Kelly - finance point 8300.2

8297	Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

8298	Public Participation
There were no comments.

8299	Reports and representations
CBC Cllr Jamieson was not present but a report was read out:

· Road repairs - highways chased about the state of the roads, particularly the A5120 and Church Road. So far a satisfactory response has not been received.
· Roadworks - again have chased the road works, in particular why there are frequent traffic lights but no work actually being carried out. Have successfully managed to get traffic light removal expedited a couple of times but there is a systemic problem.
· Planter in Home Farm - have asked Highways, will chase their response.
· Budget – Budget meeting is on 26th February.  Concerned with cuts to services being proposed.

8299.1		Budget consultation 2026/27
The Clerk said that the budget consultation is open for comments.  The Clerk read out an email from a resident regarding their comments about the cutting of the opening times of the tidy tip, cessation of planning application notification letters and removing the Ward Cllr grants.  The Parish Council noted these proposals and agreed that they do not have any issues with these proposals at present and therefore will not be making any comments.  As individuals, the Cllrs can comment as residents of Central Bedfordshire if they so wish.

8300	Finance
8300.1	Bank balances and finance report:

	Account
	              £

	TSB Community Account		
	51,548.94

	TSB Instant Access Account
	99,728.45

	TOTAL	
	151,277.39



8300.2	Cllr McLoughlin proposed, seconded by Cllr Kelly the approval of the following payments, agreed by all Cllrs present:

	Payment Method
	Payee	
	               £

	Transfer
	Clerk – salary February
	550.02

	Transfer
	Clerk – expenses February
	43.30

	Transfer
	HMRC – Clerk tax and NI
	66.41

	Transfer
	Parish Warden – village tidying
	275.00

	Transfer
	Westoning Village Hall – hire
	19.50

	Transfer
	T Frith – planters etc
	TBC

	Transfer
	E Russell – Christmas expenses
	31.99

	Transfer
	P Kelly – reimburse for gift
	60.00

	Transfer
	Anglian Water – water bill
	62.69

	Transfer
	Anglian Water – water bill
	21.96

	Transfer
	R Harris – trimming vegetation Highfields
	130.00

	Transfer
	Wicksteed – quarterly play area inspection
	171.60

	
	TOTAL
	1,432.47






























8300.3	Other finance matters:
8300.3.1	Anesco solar farm – payment £4,222.31 awaited
		Noted by the Parish Council.

	8300.3.2	Grass cutting Contractor – 3% increase
		Noted by the Parish Council.




8301	Highways
8301.1	Footpaths/Highways Issues
	8301.1.1	Double yellow lines – for consideration
			A village walk to be arranged shortly to discuss the areas to be included.

	8301.1.2	Home Farm Way – planter on CBC verge
			Nothing to report.

	8301.1.3	Potholes
The Chairman said that she has chased up some of the potholes that were reported last year and are still outstanding. Cllrs agreed to email photos and details of any potholes in the village to the Clerk so that she can take this up with Highways/CBC Cllr Jamieson.                      (Action All Cllrs/Clerk)

8301.1.4	Overgrowing vegetation
Cllr Ellis said that the brambles to the side of the Village Hall need tidying.  The Chairman said that she will speak to Mr Frith about this. 
                                                                                       (Action Chairman)
8302	Village Matters
	8302.1	Burial Ground
Nothing to report.

	8302.2	Allotments
Cllr Ellis said that there have been some enquiries about the available plots.
	8302.3	Village Events
Cllr Russell mentioned the upcoming ‘tanker disaster’ event which will be held in the Village Hall.  The Chairman proposed, seconded by Cllr Rogerson to provide funding of £200 towards the event for printing/photographs etc, agreed by all present.
	8302.4	Village Newsletter
Cllr McLoughlin agreed to draft a newsletter to be sent out in the spring.  The Clerk was to ascertain whether village organisations would like to submit a small article about themselves with contact details for insertion in the newsletter.             (Action Cllr McLoughlin/Clerk)

	8302.5	Dog Fouling/Dog Bins
The Clerk said that CBC are not putting in any new bins at the moment but may assist in the installation and emptying if the Parish Council were to buy them.  The Clerk said that should the Parish Council purchase any bins, permission will need to be sought from CBC regarding the locations of the bins once this is decided.  The Clerk said that the Parish Council is unlikely to be responsible for dog bins in the two new housing developments as this is likely to be under the responsibility of the management company.  Cllr Rogerson said that she will check this and also look at possible locations for dog bins in the village.  Cllr Ellis agreed to put up some additional ‘no dogs’ signs on and around the Recreation Ground.
                                                                                           (Action Cllr Rogerson/Cllr Ellis)

8302.6	S106 Funding
The recreation club new decking is being installed in March.  The Parish Council agreed to increase the funding towards this project to £2,000.  This was proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Cllr Rogerson and agreed by all present.  The Chairman agreed to speak to the Recreation Club to confirm this and also to confirm that the Parish Council require to pay the funding to the contractor.  The Chairman to ask the Recreation club when their accounts will be available.                                                             (Action Chairman)

There was concern raised about the fundraising efforts of the Recreation Club as it is unclear whether this is something that the club do.

Cllr Ellis said that he asked Wicksteed for a quote for the repairs in the play area and they quoted £1,500 but this quote does not include all the moderate risks identified in their report.  He said that he will speak to them again and get a further quote.  He has not obtained a quote for refurbishing of the play area.  The Parish Council again discussed the possible installation of adult exercise equipment and where this could be put.  Cllr Kelly agreed to obtain a quote.                                                                      (Action Cllr Ellis/Cllr Kelly)

8303	Play Area
8303.1	Play area repairs
See Point 8302.6 above.

8304	Planning
8304.1	Planning Applications
8304.1.1	CB/26/00020/FULL Location: 11 Manor Gardens - Proposed equestrian arena, menage area.  The Parish Council has no objection to the application.

8304.2	Other Planning Matters:
		There were no other planning matters.

8305	Parish Council Administration
	8305.1	New website
The website should be ready to go live in February/March and the Clerk has set up the new email addresses – clerk@westoningparishcouncil.gov.uk and chairman@westoningparishcouncil.gov.uk and brenda.rogerson@westoningparishcouncil.gov.uk and will set up any other email addresses as required.

Photographs of the Clerk and Cllrs are required to be taken and put on the website.

A quote of £120 plus VAT from Aubergine for the input of additional content was discussed and acceptance was proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Cllr Russell and agreed by all present.                                                                                               (Action Clerk)

	8305.2	Annual review of policies
The Clerk said that the risk assessment had been amended to include the new website.  The Parish Council reviewed the Standing Orders, Risk Assessment, Financial Regulations and Asset Register and resolved to accept the documents with no amendments.  This was proposed by Cllr Russell and seconded by Cllr McLoughlin and agreed by all present.

8306	Committees/Sub Groups/Representatives/Reports
Cllr Ellis said that vouchers amounting to £2,000 were distributed to eligible residents.

8307	General correspondence:
	There was no correspondence.

8308	Date of next meeting:	Parish Council Meeting
                                    		Wednesday 11th March 2026 at 7.30pm
                                    		In the Village Hall

The meeting closed at 9.10pm
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