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     P A R I S H  O F  W E S T O N I N G


                                                    MINUTES of the Meeting of 
                                   	  Westoning Parish Council 
                       held on Wednesday 14th January 2026 at 7.30pm
                                     In the Village Hall, Westoning

PRESENT: 		Cllr J Nethersole (Chairman), Cllr B Rogerson, Cllr E Russell, 
Cllr P Kelly, Cllr P Ellis

IN ATTENDANCE:	Mrs K Barker – Clerk
2 members of the public were present
		     	Agenda published on the noticeboard and on the website


8280	Apologies for absence – Cllr Y Omishore, Cllr C Luff, Cllr N McLoughlin, CBC Cllr J Jamieson
	Absent (no apologies given) – None

	8280.1	Cllr vacancy x 2
The Clerk said that the deadline for advertising the Parish Cllr vacancies ends on 15th January and Parish Council will be able to co opt new Cllrs at the February meeting.  There have been 2 applicants and the Clerk said she has asked both applicants to attend the February meeting.
	
8281	Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2025 were approved.  Cllr Rogerson proposed, seconded by Cllr Russell the approval of the minutes as a true record.  All agreed by those present and the minutes were signed by the Chairman.

8282	Declaration of interests
Cllr Nethersole - finance point 8286.2
Cllr Kelly - finance point 8286.2

8283	Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

8284	Public Participation
There were no comments.

8285	Reports and representations
CBC Cllr Jamieson was not present but a report was read out:

· Solar Farm - the applicant has submitted additional information regarding highways and landscape.  If the application is recommended for approval it will go to the development control committee

· Traffic control – there seem to be too many temporary traffic lights in place, even though no work appears to be happening, and this is being looked into.

· Home Farm Way – Gulley Cleaner and camera inspection were due earlier in the week, feedback awaited

· Potholes - various potholes being chased up.  The potholes on the A5120 at the junction with the road to Tingrith have been reported and the road surface needs to be repaired.





8285.1	Community Governance Review
The Parish Council agreed on their response to the consultation:
· The number of Councillors on Westoning Parish Council should remain at 10 and not be reduced

· The Parish Council agreed that Lovett Green should move into Harlington Parish

· The Parish Council agreed that Westoning parish boundary be moved to accommodate Brunswick House

· The Parish Council agreed, in consultation with residents at Wood End, that the area of Wood End be moved into Tingrith Parish.

· The Parish Council agreed, in consultation with the resident at the Chestnuts Caravan Park, that it should remain within Westoning Parish

The Clerk to respond to the CBC consultation.                                          (Action Clerk)

8286	Finance
8286.1	Bank balances and finance report:

	Account
	              £

	TSB Community Account		
	54,247.92

	TSB Instant Access Account
	99,602.42

	TOTAL	
	153,850.34



8286.2	Cllr Russell proposed, seconded by Cllr Ellis the approval of the following payments, agreed by all Cllrs present:

	Payment Method
	Payee	
	               £

	Transfer
	Clerk – salary January
	550.02

	Transfer
	Clerk – expenses January
	44.30

	Transfer
	HMRC – Clerk tax and NI
	66.41

	Transfer
	Parish Warden – village tidying
	275.00

	Transfer
	Westoning Village Hall – hire
	19.50

	Transfer
	Mazars – external audit
	378.00

	Transfer
	B Osborne – payroll
	73.50

	Transfer
	J Nethersole – Christmas expenses
	30.00

	Transfer
	NPower – electricity bill
	432.75

	Transfer
	BATPC – affiliation fee
	491.00

	Transfer
	Andy Muskett – light maintenance
	139.50

	Transfer
	P Kelly – Christmas expenses – Toddington Band
	200.00

	
	TOTAL
	2,699.98

































8286.3	Other finance matters:
8286.3.1	Mowing rebate 2025/26 received £734.31
		Noted by the Parish Council.
		
8287	Highways
8287.1	Footpaths/Highways Issues
	8287.1.1	Double yellow lines – for consideration
			A village walk to be arranged shortly to discuss the areas to be included.

	8287.1.2	Home Farm Way – planter on CBC verge
			Nothing to report.

8288	Village Matters
	8288.1	Burial Ground
Nothing to report.

	8288.2	Allotments
Nothing to report.
	8288.3	Village Events
Nothing to report.
	8288.4	Village Newsletter
The Parish Council agreed that a newsletter should be drawn up and delivered around the village including the new housing developments.  The Clerk was asked to contact village organisations to ask if they are able to submit a small article about themselves with contact details for insertion in the newsletter.                                                  (Action Clerk)

	8288.5	Dog Fouling
Cllr Rogerson reported that there has been an increase in dog fouling in the village.  The Clerk said that although CBC have said that they will not install any more dog bins for the time being, she will contact them to ask for new dog bins for the new housing developments.
                                                                                                              (Action Clerk)

8288.6	S106 Funding
The Parish Council discussed the S106 funding available which is in the region of £34,000 for recreation purposes in the village.  The Parish Council agreed that funding could be allocated to the play area which needs refurbishing including the repainting of equipment.  The proposed replacement decking for the Recreation Club was also discussed and it was not felt appropriate that the S106 funding should be used to pay for the decking which would cost in the region of £11,000 but it was agreed that the original contribution of £1,000 could be increased.

8289	Play Area
8289.1	Play area repairs
Cllr Ellis agreed to contact Wicksteed to obtain a quote for the refurbishment of the play area equipment and the repair of the surface beneath the basket swing.

8290	Planning
8290.1	Planning Applications
8290.1.1	CB/25/03531/FULL - 2 Park Farm, Park Road - Proposed hay store (retrospective).  The Parish Council has no objection to the application.

8290.1.2	CB/25/02017/FULL – Amendments - Land south of Greenfield Road and Clayhill Farm, Greenfield Road - Construction of a temporary Solar Farm, to include the installation of Solar Panels with transformers, a substation, a DNO control room, a customer substation, GRP comms cabin, security fencing, landscaping and other associated infrastructure and works. 
The Parish Councils objection comments submitted in December 2025 in accordance with the previous objection in July 2025.

8290.1.3	CB/25/02583/FULL – Amendments - Chestnuts Caravan Park, Steppingley Road - Change of use of agricultural land to form two additional Gypsy and Traveller residential pitches, each pitch to contain 1 mobile home, 1 touring caravan and 1 day room/amenity block together with parking and associated hardstanding, infrastructure and landscaping.  Red line slightly increased to allow for BNG requirements - would not prejudice any land owners.
	Amendments noted by the Parish Council.

8290.2	Other Planning Matters:
		There were no other planning matters.

8291	Parish Council Administration
	8291.1	New website
The website should be ready to go live in February.  The Clerk said that she will shortly be setting up the new email addresses – clerk@westoningparishcouncil.gov.uk and chairman@westoningparishcounci.gov.uk and any other email addresses as required.

	8291.2	Annual review of policies
The policies to be reviewed at the next meeting.  The flagpole to be added to the main risk assessment.                                                                                             (Action Clerk)

8292	Committees/Sub Groups/Representatives/Reports
Nothing to report.

8293	General correspondence:
	There was no correspondence.

8294	Date of next meeting:	Parish Council Meeting
                                    		Wednesday 11th February 2026 at 7.30pm
                                    		In the Village Hall

The meeting closed at 8.26pm
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