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     P A R I S H  O F  W E S T O N I N G


                                                    MINUTES of the Meeting of 
                                   	  Westoning Parish Council 
                       held on Wednesday 10th September 2025 at 7.30pm
                                     In the Village Hall, Westoning

PRESENT: 		Cllr J Nethersole (Chairman), Cllr P Ellis, Cllr B Rogerson, Cllr Y Omishore, 
Cllr E Russell, Cllr C Luff, Cllr A Rayment, Cllr N McLoughlin

IN ATTENDANCE:	Mrs K Barker – Clerk
No members of the public were present
		     	Agenda published on the noticeboard and on the website


8214	Apologies for absence – Cllr P Kelly, CBC Cllr J Jamieson
	Absent (no apologies given) – None

8215	Cllr vacancy
	Nothing to report.

8216	Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th July 2025 were approved.  Cllr Rogerson proposed, seconded by Cllr Luff the approval of the minutes as a true record.  All agreed by those present and the minutes were signed by the Chairman.

8217	Declaration of interests
There were no declarations of interest.

8218	Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

8219	Public Participation
There were no comments from members of the public.

8220	Reports and representations
CBC Cllr Jamieson was not present.

8221	Finance
8221.1	Bank balances and finance report:

	Account
	              £

	TSB Community Account		
	72,225.52

	TSB Instant Access Account
	69,213.02

	TOTAL	
	141,438.54











8221.2	Cllr Rayment proposed, seconded by Cllr McLoughlin the approval of the following payments, agreed by all Cllrs present:

	Payment Method
	Payee	
	               £

	Transfer
	Clerk – salary Aug
	550.02

	Transfer
	Clerk – expenses Aug
	34.65

	Transfer
	HMRC – Clerk tax and NI
	66.41

	Transfer
	Parish Warden – village tidying
	275.00

	Transfer
	D J Granger Ground Maint – Inv 026216
	662.16

	Transfer
	D J Granger Ground Maint – Inv 026251
	606.96

	Transfer
	D J Granger Ground Maint – Inv 026309
	606.96

	Transfer
	J Dennis – Rec Ground Inv 5
	390.00

	Transfer
	Mr Frith – planters and village maintenance
	330.00

	Transfer
	Anglian Water
	27.01

	Transfer
	Anglian Water
	135.08

	Transfer
	Wicksteed – annual play area inspection
	180.00

	
	TOTAL
	3,864.25





	Payment Method
	Payee	
	               £

	Transfer
	Clerk – salary September
	550.02

	Transfer
	Clerk – expenses September
	26.00

	Transfer
	HMRC – Clerk tax and NI
	66.41

	Transfer
	Parish Warden – village tidying
	275.00

	Transfer
	Westoning Village Hall – hire
	19.50

	Transfer
	D J Granger Ground Maint – Inv 026368
	606.96

	Transfer
	D J Granger Ground Maint – Inv 026422
	606.96

	Transfer
	J Dennis – Rec Ground Inv 6
	195.00

	Transfer
	Mr Frith – planters and village maintenance
	597.50

	Transfer
	Npower – electricity bill Jan to March
	380.85

	Transfer
	Npower – electricity bill April to June
	257.01

	
	TOTAL
	3,581.21

















































8221.3	Other finance matters:
	There were no other finance matters.

8222	Highways
8222.1	Footpaths/Highways Issues
8222.1.1	Footpath to Nuyard Garden Centre – a resident reported the bad state of the footpath.  The Chairman said that she had reported this to CBC Cllr Jamieson as this is the responsibility of CBC.
[bookmark: _Hlk178250335]8222.1.2	Flytipping – items are being dumped behind the cottages on the left of Sampshill Road.  The Clerk to draw up a notice and send it to Cllr Russell to be delivered to the residents in the cottages confirming that the Parish Council have noticed that items are frequently left by the parking area adjacent to the cottages.  This is fly tipping and is illegal.  Rubbish should be disposed of in the CBC bins provided or at the local tidy tip.  (Action Clerk)

8222.1.3	Rubbish outside shop – it was reported that the car park area outside the shop on the High Street is continually untidy with litter.  The Chairman reported that the shop owner has tidied it up.	

8223	Recreation Ground
	8223.1	Recreation Ground Maintenance
The Parish Council discussed the ongoing maintenance of the Recreation Ground and the suggestion from the Football Club of applying sand to the area.  They agreed that it would not be viable to make a financial contribution every year and the Chairman agreed to speak to the Football Club to ascertain the plans for ongoing maintenance.  The Clerk was asked to obtain a copy of the Section 106 agreement from CBC for both new housing developments in the Village to ascertain how much funding is available to the Village as this could help towards the Recreation Ground maintenance.  Cllr Rayment proposed, seconded by Cllr Rogerson to contribute £1,000 towards the maintenance this year. 
                                                                                                        (Action Chairman/Clerk)

8224	Village Matters
	8224.1	Burial Ground
Cllr Rayment agreed to draft a letter to the land owner regarding the gift of land as discussed at the May meeting.                                                                  (Action Cllr Rayment)

	8224.2	Allotments
Cllr Ellis said that he replaced some fittings on the water tank.  Anglian Water will be carrying out an inspection of the water supply system on 16th September.
	8224.3	Village Events
The Parish Council agreed the date for the Christmas event as Sunday 23rd November with 30th November as a backup date should the weather be an issue.  Cllrs Nethersole, McLoughlin, Rogerson and Russell agreed to form a Committee and meet to discuss the arrangements.  Cllr McLoughlin agreed to ask Dycol about supplying a Christmas tree again for this year and also agreed to draft a Christmas Event poster.  It was agreed to hold a Christmas lights competition.
8224.4	Village Hall Storage
It has been suggested that the Parish Council purchase a new storage unit for the refurbished storage room.  There are lots of Christmas lights that need to be checked to see if they are working and the PA system is unused and too large to store.  It was agreed to possibly sell the old PA system and look to purchase a new system.  Cllr McLoughlin said that she will look into this.                                                          (Action Cllr McLoughlin)

	8224.5	Newsletter
The Parish Council agreed to draw up a newsletter.  Cllr McLoughlin to draft the newsletter and a poster for the Christmas Event and circulate.                  (Action Cllr McLoughlin)

8224.6	Clock Tower
Cllr Ellis said that the clock is one hour fast and there seems to be a problem with the mechanism.  He said that he will re-start the clock but he may need to call someone out to have a look at it.                                                                              (Action Cllr Ellis)

8225	Play Area
	8225.1	Wicksteed Inspection Report
Cllr Ellis said that some items on the report need attention including a very small crack on the slide but they are not urgent.  He said that some new equipment should be considered and he will ask the School to talk to the children about what equipment they would like to keep or any new equipment they would like included in the play area.  Cllr Ellis said that Westoning Charity may be able to provide some funding towards this.  Cllr Ellis said that he will place an emergency contact notice in the play area.


8226	Planning
8226.1	Planning Applications
8226.1.1	CB/TRE/25/00374 - Works to a trees protected by a Tree Preservation Order: MB/TPO/67/00005/A1 Two Oak trees, crown raise to eliminate shading Location: 7 Manor Park Drive
	The Parish Council has no objection to the application.

8226.1.2	CB/25/02583/FULL - Chestnuts Caravan Park, Steppingley Road - Change 
of use of agricultural land to form two additional Gypsy and Traveller residential pitches, each pitch to contain 1 mobile home, 1 touring caravan and 1 day room/amenity block together with parking and associated hardstanding, infrastructure and landscaping.
	Cllr Rayment said that the 2 additional pitches will fill up the site and there will not be any room for further pitches.  The Parish Council has no objection to the application.

8226.2	Other Planning Matters:
8226.2.1	Solar Farm
Nothing to report.  Remove from the agenda.

			8226.2.2	Land Off Flitwick Road
The Clerk to ask Bloor Homes about the footpath access from the new housing development to the School through Spensley Road.
Remove from the agenda.                                              (Action Clerk)

8226.2.3	West View Farm, Park Road
Nothing to report.  Remove from the agenda.

8227	Parish Council Administration
	8227.1	Digital and Data Compliance
The Clerk said that she has contacted a Website Designer and asked for a quote to set up a new domain, .gov.uk, and Clerks email address which is compliant with the new requirements for 2026.  The quote is expected to be in the region of £600.  The Parish Council agreed that they would like to outsource the task and the Clerk to report back at the next meeting.

	8227.2	Policies – additional
The Clerk said that she has drafted some new policies which will need adopting once the new website is confirmed.                                                                         (Action Clerk)

8228	Committees/Sub Groups/Representatives/Reports
Nothing to report.

8229	General correspondence:
	Magpas Air Ambulance – The Clerk to add £100 donation to the October agenda.
	Royal British Legion - The Clerk to add £100 donation to the October agenda.
                                                                                                                                            (Action Clerk)

8230	Date of next meeting:	Parish Council Meeting
                                    		Wednesday 8th October at 7.30pm
                                    		In the Village Hall


The meeting closed at 8.45pm
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