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     P A R I S H  O F  W E S T O N I N G


                                                    MINUTES of the Meeting of 
                                   	  Westoning Parish Council 
                       held on Wednesday 12th November 2025 at 7.30pm
                                     In the Village Hall, Westoning

PRESENT: 		Cllr J Nethersole (Chairman), Cllr B Rogerson, Cllr E Russell, Cllr A Rayment, 
Cllr P Kelly, Cllr N McLoughlin, Cllr T Knight, CBC Cllr J Jamieson

IN ATTENDANCE:	Mrs K Barker – Clerk
3 members of the public were present
		     	Agenda published on the noticeboard and on the website


8248	Apologies for absence – Cllr Y Omishore, Cllr C Luff
	Absent (no apologies given) – Cllr P Ellis

8249	Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 8th October 2025 were approved.  Cllr Russell proposed, seconded by Cllr Rayment the approval of the minutes as a true record.  All agreed by those present and the minutes were signed by the Chairman.

8250	Declaration of interests
There were no declarations of interest.

8251	Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

8252	Public Participation
A resident spoke about the problems with the road surface on Sampshill Road and under the bridge.  They agreed to report the problem to CBC and to confirm the reference number to CBC Cllr Jamieson.  There is also a leaning tree which will be reported.

Members of Tingrith Parish Council attended the meeting.  They spoke about their response to the Community Governance Review and their proposal to change the Tingrith boundary to include Wood End and the Chestnuts travellers site.  They said that the travellers site is growing and as it is very close to Tingrith it would make sense for it to be included within the Tingrith boundary. Some residents at Wood End have requested that they are included in Tingrith parish so as to retain it within a village.  There has not been any response from Westoning Parish Council to the proposal.  See point 8253.2.

8253	Reports and representations
CBC Cllr Jamieson gave a report:

-School transport – CBC has approved a change to the policy which will now provide free transport 
 only to a child's nearest suitable school, rather than a catchment school.  This change applies to 
 new applications for compulsory school age children and is not being applied to existing students.  
 This will be effective from the 2025/26 academic year. 
-Overhanging vegetation – CBC have a policy to write to residents to ask them to cut back 
 overhanging vegetation.
-Paths – there is the potential for a lit cycle path to be put in behind the cricket club.  The footpath 
 between Flitwick and Westoning along the main road needs to be improved.
-Outline planning application - Land south of Toddington Road and land south of Westoning Road, 
 Harlington – this development would only go ahead in exceptional circumstances.  The area in 
 question is green belt land and outside the local plan.  If it were to be approved it is essential that 
 the plans are adhered to.

8253.1	Local Green Spaces – nominations
The Parish Council agreed to consider the proposals at the December meeting.

8253.2	Community Governance Review – proposed changes to Westoning and consultation
The Clerk said that she had received and circulated the Community Governance Review response from the consultation.  The document does show the proposal to move Lovett Green into Harlington and move Brunswick House within the Westoning boundary but it does not show the proposed changes requested by Tingrith Parish Council.  The Parish Council have not been consulted about this.  It also recommends that the number of Councillors be reduced to 7.  The Parish Council agreed to consider the proposals at the December meeting.  See Point 8252. 

8254	Finance
8254.1	Bank balances and finance report:

	Account
	              £

	TSB Community Account		
	58,264.17

	TSB Instant Access Account
	99,385.46

	TOTAL	
	157,649.63



8254.2	Cllr Rayment proposed, seconded by Cllr Rogerson the approval of the following payments, agreed by all Cllrs present:

	Payment Method
	Payee	
	               £

	
	Paid prior to meeting
	

	Transfer
	Npower – electricity bill
	284.73

	Transfer
	Anglian Water – water bill July – Oct
	571.27

	
	To be paid
	

	Transfer
	Clerk – salary November
	550.03

	Transfer
	Clerk – expenses November
	43.30

	Transfer
	HMRC – Clerk tax and NI
	66.41

	Transfer
	Parish Warden – village tidying
	275.00

	Transfer
	Westoning Village Hall – hire
	19.50

	Transfer
	D J Granger Ground Maint – Inv 026606
	606.96

	Transfer
	D J Granger Ground Maint – Inv 026582
	606.96

	Transfer
	J Dennis – Rec Ground Inv 8
	390.00

	Transfer
	Mr Frith – planters and village maintenance
	551.82

	Transfer
	Aubergine – new website and email
	610.92

	Transfer
	Anglian Water – water bill cemetery
	32.05

	
	TOTAL
	4,608.94






































8254.3	Other finance matters:
8254.3.1	Budget and precept – 2026/27
The budget/precept meeting for 2026/27 to be held on Friday 5th December at 10.30am in the Chequers meeting room.  The Clerk to draft the budget and circulate it prior to the meeting.                            (Action Clerk)

8255	Highways
8255.1	Footpaths/Highways Issues
8255.1.1	Parking Home Farm Way
The Chairman said that it has been reported that once again vehicles are parking dangerously and inconsiderately in Home Farm Way on both sides of the bend and on the grass verge.  It was suggested that CBC could consider putting in double yellow lines in the area as well as other areas that could be considered.  CBC Cllr Jamieson said that he will look into this.  The Parish Council agreed to compile a list of potential areas and organise a village walk to discuss it further.  CBC Cllr Jamieson said that the Parish Council will need to carry out a preliminary consultation in the village once the areas have been identified.  The Parish Council asked if a planter or a tree could be placed on the verge in Home Farm Way, CBC Cllr Jamieson said that he will find out.  The Chairman suggested that some polite notices could be drawn up asking drivers to park considerately.     
                                                      (Action all Cllrs/CBC Cllr Jamieson)

8255.1.2	Bus Stops and Shelters
	The Clerk read out an email from CBC.  CBC are in receipt of developers S106 contributions to upgrade the bus stops at Highfields Court.  There is  funding to provide shelters, real time displays and potentially raised kerbs to aid access onto buses for wheelchair users and people with infirmity.  The Westoning bound side looks like it will be relatively easy to locate a shelter and raised kerbs.  On the Flitwick bound side, there is a dedicated bus layby but its layout does not make it easy to locate a shelter or raised kerb platform, due to the driveway access.  The area would be tarmacked in black and the parishes thoughts are welcome.  The Parish Council noted the proposal and agreed that they have no issues.  The Clerk to respond.
                                                                                                                      (Action Clerk)

8255.1.3	Potholes
The potholes on the A5120 Tingrith turn are dangerous and need to be repaired.  To be reported to CBC.                                       (Action Clerk)  

8256	Recreation Ground
	Nothing to report.

8257	Village Matters
	8257.1	Burial Ground
Cllr Rayment agreed to draft a letter to the land owner of the Spensley Road premises regarding access through their land to the proposed burial ground. (Action Cllr Rayment)

	8257.2	Allotments
Nothing to report.
	8257.3	Village Events
Cllr McLoughlin spoke about the Christmas event and said that activities will include a human fruit machine, brass band and raffle plus other activities.  There will also be mulled wine provided by the Chequers and mince pies.  Dycol are to confirm when the Christmas tree will be put up and the Chairman said that she will visit Dycol to thank them and offer that the Parish Council pay for the tree.  The bauble competition judges to include Cllr McLoughlin and Cllr Kelly.  It was agreed to give 4 prizes of a £20 gift voucher each.  There will also be a Christmas lights competition.  The Chairman and Cllr Knight agreed that they will draw up the initial shortlist and ask Father Mark to judge the final winner with a prize of a bottle of bubbly.
	8257.4	Village Newsletter
To be discussed at the next meeting.

	8257.5	S106 Funding
To be considered further at the next meeting.

8257.6	Flagpole – insurance and risk assessment
Cllr Kelly to complete the risk assessment and send this to the Clerk.   (Action Cllr Kelly)

	8257.7	Tanker disaster
The Chairman said that it will shortly be 50 years since the disaster and an exhibition will be held in the village.  It is hoped that a former fireman and policeman who attended on the day will be able to attend the exhibition.

8258	Play Area
	There was nothing to report.

8259	Planning
8259.1	Planning Applications
8259.1.1	CB/TRE/25/00427 – Church House, Church Road - works to a tree protected by a Tree Preservation Order: CB/TPO/24/00013/T1 Mature multi arm (T1) Oak tree located in front/side boundary between Church House & the burial ground. Reduce crown by 25% and remove dead and damaged branches.  The Parish Council has no objection to the application.

8259.1.2	CB/25/03189/OUT - Land south of Toddington Road and land south of Westoning Road, Harlington - Hybrid planning application comprising: (1) Outline application for a residential development (up to 650 dwellings), and up to 50 assisted living units for the elderly (Use Class C2), up to 20 retirement bungalows (use Class C3), local centre including retail space of up to 1,050m², land for a medical centre of up to 420m², employment use of up to 2,000m², sports pavilion (for changing rooms and community use), mobility hub, pumping stations, associated works including infrastructure, vehicular, pedestrian and cycle access, blue and green infrastructure and landscaping/drainage attenuation. Demolition of the existing farmhouse and buildings at New Manor Farm off Toddington Road. All matters reserved except for access; and (2) Full application for the realignment of Toddington Road including a new junction with A5120.

The Parish Council object to the application as it is overdevelopment of the area, the area in question is green belt land, the development is outside the local plan and there will be a large increase in traffic on the A5120.

8259.2	Other Planning Matters:
		There were no other planning matters.

8260	Parish Council Administration
	8260.1	New website
The Clerk said that an initial online meeting was held with Aubergine and she attended along with the Chairman.  The meeting was very informative and some decisions were made including the website content.  The Clerk said that she has also attended a training session.  The website should be ready for publishing at the beginning of February.

8261	Committees/Sub Groups/Representatives/Reports
Nothing to report.

8262	General correspondence:
	There was no correspondence.

8263	Date of next meeting:	Parish Council Meeting
                                    		Wednesday 10th December at 7.30pm
                                    		In the Village Hall

The meeting closed at 9.05pm
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